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The Meanings of Conjunctive Particles in Antara's
Diwan: A Practical, Analytical Syntactic Study

Gamal Ali Sayed Shehata

Department of Linguistics Faculty of Arabic University
al-Azhar, Egypt.

Email: Gamalalisayed1962@gmail.com
Abstract:

Conjunction in the diwan was the tool for someone who
has a cause, as deprivation of freedom has led to
deprivation of the beloved. To defend himself, he used
conjunctive particles as tools to connect words render the
text coherent.

The "waw" (and) has ten meanings: the absolute plural;
joining that which is indispensible; joining an object to its
synonym; joining a series of adjectives to a noun; joining
the particular to the general or vice versa; its occurrence
with the second "imma," the negating "laa" and "laakin;"
joining al-agd to al-naif; joining an antecedent to a
referent.

The "faa" (then/so) has seven meanings: expressing
response; expressing causality; ordering without a period
of time; verbal ordering in the sense of "waw;" joining a
part to a whole; expressing succession like "thumma;" and
joining a referent to an antecedent. "Thumma" is used to
express ordering with a period of time between two
happenings. "Hatta" is used in the sense of "up to" and
"and" (wa).

Other particles of conjunction include "aw" (or) for giving
a choice between options without allowing them together
or giving feasible options, along with allowing them
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together; "imma," which is similar to "aw" (or) but it
expresses doubt in the first place; "am" (or) which is used
for choosing between two things in a question; "laa" (not),
which is a conjunctive particle that negates for what’s
after it the same thing you declared for what’s before it;
"bal" (rather/instead), which is used for turning away from
what you’ve said and applying it to something else; and
"laakin" (but), which is used to confirm what’s said before
it and confirm the opposite for what’s after it.
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