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Power of Symbolism of Theatrical Discourse in the
play of Ughniyyat al-Mot (Death Song) by Tawfiq al-
Hakim
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Department of Literature and Criticism, Faculty of Islamic
and Arabic Studies for Girls in BeniSuef, Al-Azhar
University, Arab Republic of Egypt.

Email: FatmaFarghaly460.el@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

Symbol has a key function and plays a major and significant role in the
theatrical discourse, since it enriches the meaning of the text, and provides
the emotional experience with a special meaning, far from the declarative

style that is inconsistent with the literary spirit.

The study, accordingly, aims at identifying the role of the symbol in the play
of Ughniyyat al-Mot (Death Song) by Tawfiq al-Hakim, to reveal how it is
functioned at the level of the dramatic construction elements hence the
symbol is a key and important element that helps to understand the play. No
scene in the play is free from a symbolic connotation embedded in the

language of the dialogue.

The nature of the study necessitates that it relies on the semiotic method
that analyzes the indicative signs and symbols as a group of symbolic marks
and signs because it examines the association between signs and the general
context. As well as, it examines the relation between them and the principles
of the structural approach that is concerned with the study of language and

speech, and the indicative and contextual relationships to interpret the text.
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A several findingswere concluded by the study, the most important of which

are as follows:

* The title of the play formed a semantic indicative attractive reference that
indicates and conveys the entire text, and referred to it in a symbolic manner,
so that the play appears as a text consistent in form and content according to

textual contexts.

* The dramatic text is full of theatrical instructions of both types (narrative
and descriptive); since it formed a parallel text to the text of the dialogue, and
contributed to defining the scene space, and integrated with the dialogue to

support each other.

* Tawfiq al-Hakim was keen to come up with character names that express
and fit with their psychological composition, and appropriate to the social
class and the environment to which they belong. The play is loaded with

symbolic connotations that make them general human models in society.

* The characters of the playare portrayed by Tawfiq Al-Hakim in order to be
the focus of the idea he intends to convey, and the opinion he adopts,
embodying the two themes of waiting and singing depending on the
performance of the actors and the role of the characters. He links the
character with the play event, meanwhile the plot emphasizing the character

personality.

Keywords: Theatrical Discourse, Ughniyyat al-Mot (Death Song), Tawfiq Al-
Hakim.
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