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ABSTRACT:

The aim of this research is studying the perestroika
strategy which applied by the Soviet Union in 1985, and
its effect on developing relations with the United States.
After the Soviet Union reached the peak of its power and
became one of the two most important powers in the
world beside the United States, but in the mid-seventies of
the twentieth century it weakened and became unable to
continue competing with the United States to lead the
world, but after Mikhail Gorbachev assumed the
leadership of the Soviet Union in the mid-eighties of the
same century, he recognized the weakness and corruption
that spread in the aspects of the Soviet administration.
Gorbachev himself and his people declared this situation
and decided to confront this weakness and corruption by
launching a new strategy known as “perestroika”. This
strategy succeeded in fixing some aspects of this
weakness, except it weakened the influence of the central
government in the states of the Soviet Union, which led in
the end to the secession of those countries, and the
disintegration of the Union.

On the other hand, the strategy of perestroika led to the
development of relations between the Soviet Union and
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the United States, as the Soviet President Gorbachev and
the American Ronald Reagan met several times, the
visions of the two sides agreed on some regional issues,
the intensity of the arms race between them decreased,
and the Soviet Union began to move towards a free
economy. This means that the new strategy positively
affected the relations between the Soviets and the United
States of America.

Keywords: The Soviet Union, the United States, the
strategy of perestroika, Mikhail Gorbachev, Ronald
Reagan, the central government, the development of
relations, the arms race, regional issues, free economy.
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(1) Holmes Leslie, Perestroika: A Reassessment, Oxford/UK,
Journal of Europe-Asia Studies, Taylor & Francis Press, Vol. 65,
No. 2, 2013, P. 186.

(2) Miller John, Mikhail Gorbachev and the End of Soviet Power,
The Macmillan Press, London, 1993, P. 204.
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(1) Galeotti Mark, Gorbachev and his Revolution, The Macmillan
Press, New York, 1997, P. 68.

(2) Berry M.J., Perestroika and the Changing Nature of East-West
Scientific Contacts, Washington/US, Journal of Technology in
Society, Pergamon Press plc, Vol. 13, 1991, P.P 153,162.
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(1) FRUS, Volume VI, Soviet Union, October 1986 - January 1989,
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(1) White Stephen & others, Developments in Soviet and Post-
Soviet Politics, Second edition, The Macmillan Press, London,
1991, P. 255.

(2) FRUS, Volume VI, Soviet Union, October 1986 - January 1989,
Document No.160, Op. cit, P. 1084.
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(1) FRUS, Volume VI, Soviet Union, October 1986 - January 1989,
Document No. 148, Memorandum from the President’s Assistant
for National Security Affairs (Powell) to President Reagan
"Reading on Religion in the USSR", Washington, May 3, 1988, P.
981.

(2) FRUS, Volume VI, Soviet Union, October 1986 - January 1989,
Document No. 156, Memorandum of Conversation "The President’s
First One-on-One Meeting with General Secretary Gorbachev",
Moscow, May 29, 1988, P. 1045.
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(2) FRUS, Volume VI, Soviet Union, October 1986 - January 1989,
Document No. 104, Memorandum of Conversation, Washington,
December 4, 1987, P. 599.
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(2) Petersen Tore T., Ronald Reagan: Leadership Style and Foreign
Policy, Accra/Ghana, Journal of Historical Society of Ghana,
Transactions of the Historical Society of Ghana Press, New Series,
No. 8, 2004, P. 164.
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(1) FRUS, Volume VI, Soviet Union, October 1986 - January 1989,
Document No. 125, Memorandum of Conversation "The
Secretary’s Meeting with Gorbachev", Moscow, February 22, 1988,
P. 764.
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(2) FRUS, Volume V, Soviet Union, March 1985 - October 1986,
Document No. 296, Paper Prepared by the Senior Arms Control
Group and the Arms Control Support Group, Washington, October
6, 1986, P. 1251.
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(5) Viswanathan Vivek, Fallout from Reykjavik: Reagan's Stand and
the Fate of Arms Control, New York/US, Journal of Fenimore Art
Museum, Fenimore Art Museum Press, VVol. 87, No. 1, 2006, P.
136.

< o>



gy ol igizaguall §lagll dualun draboi i 1o yilg g iy yall dgos il il
595 Al el ¢5)dia laytie) (e calall of V) @bl )
Dy (Masey o W ALSa 55l gily cdgl) cloladll gk
Jeagill 535 Y casly culs o SIS 4t o Sudsedl il
Oy ¢Sl cian ) 535 b o ¢ Sl sl pa GlBY

LB e ) by Y

O LS s J8 Pla cagdibygal KT8 glasy ad)ll QS

lgie Caagll s chaasan dalul 2l Gal ool i) g il 5)ske Casa
gl ALl audiios sliadl) & Asane dadiia Liclhy dalail 2l s
de sl ye a8 (Al Degagd) Adalld) Flgall 2 il
23y 4haiy (layy el pandl aagis pail e dals Sl
Ceal) Bl wei (gpall o O L @ Ay ) gl
Jai s s )lal) dubudl ade asi of cm 31 Ll lalacls
Aajall ey die dagall Slaa¥) e 2ep 4l V) (ALK, 4 g Laa
aagiy il SVl sl etV Gy B G sl

-

Guli du asiall Gl g gl Aabw gLl gai Casdilysa

(1) FRUS, Volume VI, Soviet Union, October 1986 - January 1989,
Document No. 66, Memorandum of Conversation "Overview of
Shevardnadze Visit, Human Rights”, Washington, September 15,
1987, P. 296.

(2) FRUS, Volume V, Soviet Union, March 1985 - October 1986,
Document No. 254, Letter from President Reagan to Soviet General
SecretaryGorbachev,Washington,July25,1986,P.1033.
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(1) Gorbachev Mikhail S., The Revolution and Perestroika, New
York/US, Journal of Foreign Affairs, Council on Foreign Relations
press, Vol. 66, No. 2, 1987, P. 422.

(2 Dobson Alan B., The Reagan Administration, Economic
Warfare, and Starting to Close Down the Cold War, Oxford/UK,
Journal of Diplomatic History, Oxford University Press, Vol. 29,
No. 3, 2005, P. 532.
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(1) FRUS, Volume VI, Soviet Union, October 1986 - January 1989,

Document No. 106, Memorandum for the Record "Secretary’s Ride
with Gorbachev", Washington, December 7, 1987, P. 609.
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(1) FRUS, Volume VI, Soviet Union, October 1986 - January 1989,
Document No. 107, Memorandum of Conversation "Meeting with
General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev of the USSR", Washington,
December 8, 1987, P. 612.
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(3) FRUS, Volume VI, Soviet Union, October 1986 - January 1989,

Document No. 163, Memorandum of Conversation, Moscow, June
1,1988, P. 1117.
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(1) FRUS, Volume VI, Soviet Union, October 1986 - January 1989,
Document No. 181, Memorandum of Conversation "The President’s
Luncheon with Chairman Gorbachev”, New York, December 7,
1988, P. 1243.

(2) FRUS, Global Issues Il 1981-1988, Volume XLI, Document No.
109, Memorandum of Conversation "The President’s First One-on-
One Meeting with General Secretary Gorbachev"”, Moscow, May
29, 1988, P. 330.
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(1) Jackson William D., Soviet Reassessment of Ronald Reagan,
1985-1988, New York/US, Journal of Political Science Quarterly,
The Academy of Political Science, Vol. 113, No. 4, 1999, P.643.
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(1) Cooper Leo, The political economy of Soviet military power,
Martin's Press, New York, 1989, P.P. 218-222.
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The Years Volume Drc])lcjrli]nggpst's
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1986-1989 V1 (6) 66
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