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The large number of letters is a criterion for
evaluating the eloquence of the word according to Ibn
Sinan Al-Khafaji: a phonetic study

Heba Alsayed Muhammad Issa

Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Islamic Studies and
Arabic for Girls, Al-Azhar University, Alexandria, Egypt.
Email:Hebaelsayed.18@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

Long words with many letters were judged by lbn Sinan al-
Khafaji in the Secret of Eloquence, in his seventh criterion, to
be ugly, and to be outside of one of the aspects of eloguence.

| wondered: How is this ruling consistent with the long words
mentioned in the Book of God Almighty?

And seeking an answer:

1- I analyzed some long words in the Holy Qur’an phonetically,
considering:

- Output type: (back sounds, mid-tongue sounds, and front
sounds).

- Considering whether the vocal cords are vibrating or not:
(voiceless and voiced).

-Tongue shape: (velarized consonants and open consonants).
-Type of air interception: (stop, fricative sounds, affricate, and
resonant sounds).

-The nature of the syllables: (open syllables and closed
syllables).

2- | also analyzed the long words mentioned by Ibn Sinan
phonetically, taking into consideration the above.

3- | compared the results of the two analyses, to see the
similarities and differences between them.

4- From the above, | deduced the phonetic standards for
eloguence of a long word with many letters.

key words: (Word-eloguence- classification of sounds-
syllables- phonetic analysis- long words- resonant sounds-
many letters- the vocal cords).
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